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Rationale 

The purpose of teaching residential schools to students in high school is to have them able to understand and analyze the things that 

have shaped our world as Canadians.  In order to do this, we must begin by looking back and examining our history.  As a large part of 

Canadian history, Residential Schools shaped the lives of many individuals during the 1900’s, and still affects some living in our 

world today.  In order to better understand these individuals, we need to look through a critical lens at their past and what is shaping 

them.  We plan to use this mini unit (4 lessons) to teach students what residential schools entailed.  Our lessons will include: (1) 

Introduction/100 Years of Loss (2) Implementation (3) Outcomes/Impacts (4) Revitalization/Reconciliation/Conclusion.  Through 

this, we hope our students will better understand this vital movement in our Canadian history. 
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Lesson One: Introduction/100 Years of Loss 
 
Subject: Language Arts 
Lesson Length: 120 minutes 
Grade: 12 
 
Content (topic): Residential Schools – Introduction/Government Policy/100 Years of Loss 
 
Learning Objectives (Outcomes): CR A 30.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of grade-appropriate First 
Nations, Métis, Saskatchewan, and Canadian texts (100 Years of Loss) that address: 

– Identity (e.g., Define the Individual, Negotiate the Community) 
– Social Responsibility (e.g., Shift Centres, Blur Margins), and 
– Social Action (Agency) (e.g., Understand Beliefs, Initiate Action). 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 
– Assess, record, and share the use of prior knowledge on residential schools; 
– Give a broad overview of the history of residential schools; 
– Understand the sensitivity and emotion behind this topic; and 
– Have different opinions on the topic. 

Assessment (Indicator): d. Analyze how historical, regional, cultural, political, and social contexts and events influence the 
presentation and interpretation of ideas, issues, and themes in First Nations, Métis, Saskatchewan, and Canadian texts. 
Teaching Strategies: KWL Strategy, Group Work, Exhibit (visual text), Debrief, Brainstorming, Modeling (KWL if necessary) 
Multiple Intelligences: Visual, verbal, kinesthetic, group learning 
Prerequisite Learning: Students should have prior knowledge of this topic; KWL will give us an understanding of what the students 
already know 
 
Rationale for Assessment: These activities pertain to grade level by asking students to respond to First Nations texts that address 
social responsibility and analyzing the context that influences the issue. The assessment aims to get students to write about their 
experience with the 100 Years of Loss exhibit and relate this experience to their own identity and feelings of social responsibility and 
action. Students are able to consider the different circumstances that influence the interpretation of ideas. Through the definition 
activity students can provide their interpretation of the meaning of the selected words. Students can apply English Language Arts to 
gain understanding and build on their basic skills, such as critical and creative thinking, and developing a positive lifestyle. 
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Lesson Preparation 
Equipment/Materials: Chart Paper, Markers 
Advanced Preparation: Create the groups that students will be in for strategy and debrief, book 100 Years of Loss Exhibit, Create 
Lists of Words students will be asked to define 
 
Set (Estimated 25 Minutes): 
Step One: What do I know? What do I Want to Know? What is Learned? 

1. Divide students into groups of three-four.  Provide them with some chart paper and markers, and have them divide their paper 
into three sections.  After three sections have been created, the headings: K – What do I know? W – What do I want to Know? 
And L- What is learned, should be given to each column.  Give the groups about 10 minutes to brainstorm and record 
information about residential schools under these headings. 

2. Have all groups put their chart paper up on the wall with scotch tape.  Student groups should rotate around the classroom to 
read and share opinions on other groups brainstorming. 

3. After all groups have had a few minutes at each station, ask them to return to their original group and make any new changes 
they deem necessary.   

4. These charts will hang on the wall for the remainder of the Residential Schools unit and we will keep referring back to them 
and adapting them as we learn. 

5. By the end of the unit, if we haven’t answered all of the “Want to Know” category, these will be analyzed critically by the 
class and the teacher and we will come up with a concrete answer. 

 
Development (Estimated 60 Minutes): 
Step Two: Exhibit 

1. The class will now attend a field trip to the “100 Years of Loss” Exhibit at the University of Regina. 
2. Students will be asked to complete the activity listed below while at the exhibit. (See page 6). 

 
Closure (Estimated 35 Minutes): 
Step Three: Debrief 

1. Now that students have had the opportunity to visit the exhibit, they are asked to debrief to the class answering the following 
questions: 

• Why did we attend the exhibit? 
• How are you feeling post exhibit? 
• What did you learn? 
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• Why is this an important topic to study? 
• What was the purpose of the exhibit? 

2. Students will also be required to hand in a 1-page journal assignment (due the next class) detailing their experience at the 
exhibit and questions they may still have regarding residential schools. 
 

Step Four: Vocabulary Building 
1. Students will now be asked to return to their original groups in order to work together to define a specific set of words (See 

Page 5). 
2. This is to make sure students have a good grasp on the terminology that comes along with residential schools and to expand on 

their vocabulary. 
 
Classroom Management Strategies: 

o Hands need to be raised in order to speak 
o Assignments to be typed or handwritten neatly 
o Washroom breaks should wait until break 
o While locating groups, this should be done quietly 
o Manners and appropriate/respectful behaviour to be demonstrated on outing 
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Activity for During The Tour of “100 Years of Loss” 
 

– We think that the 100 Years of Loss exhibit functions best – as an educational tool – when the learning is personalized and 
self-directed. This is, in part, because of its deeply personal nature and its own tale of a painful journey. By giving the students 
the opportunity to walk around the space as they choose, gives them a sense of “owning their learning.” As always, some 
students will need to be prodded to this end, but the final result is much more likely to be reached if students are allowed to 
reach their own conclusions and understandings. In keeping with this theme, the activity presented below is as much about the 
way the content is consumed by the learner, as it is about the content itself. Giving students agency and explicitly connecting, 
what for some is a foreign concept, to their own experience allows for a deep starting point for the lessons following the trip. 

– Before starting the activity, the students would be reminded of what a solemn and hopeful place this exhibit is. Showing the 
students that making fun of any of the images or stories contained within the exhibit would be inappropriate and challenge 
them to read further than the surface. Think of the feelings of those who went through the experiences, those who wrote the 
legislation, who proceeded to carry out their own duties. It is important to point out that certain people’s actions were just a 
product of their time. This is a time for critical analysis. 

– The students would first be asked to walk around the exhibit while listening and observing. The students would be reminded to 
listen to the music that was playing, sign the guestbook at sometime during the visit, and read what interests them. This section 
of the activity would last five to ten minutes, depending on the amount of time that would be spent at the exhibit. 

– Students would then be cued to take out a piece of paper, or if such a thing were used, their response journal, and move 
towards one section of the exhibit. Students would then be asked to write down one sentence, image, or quote that resonated 
with them. This is a writing exercise for later. After thirty seconds – a time limit instituted to discourage overthinking – the 
students move to another pillar. If students want to move on before the thirty second mark they are welcome to and there is no 
set order, as long as students get to each section. The purpose here is to encourage quick thinking, but also to incorporate 
kinesthetic elements. The simple act of moving can encourage the brain to do the same.  

– Having repeated the exercise at each of the pillars and the timeline, students move to the tables inside the crush area near the 
theatre, a space often unoccupied. The students are then asked to pick which of their choices resonated with them the most. 
Having decided, students are then to write a response to the sentence. The response can be anything that can be captured on a 
page, as long as it incorporates, in some way, the feelings of the responder. This challenges students, but also gives room for 
them to indulge in their interests. If they want to write a paragraph, they can; but that is not to limit other possibilities, such as: 
drawings, poems, songs, and the like. The reason for moving to the crush space is two-fold. Firstly, it would be hard to have 
students respond in the gallery as there is not much room. More importantly, a response such as the one described loses its 
power if it is done too far away from what inspired it. In other words, if students had to wait until they went back to the 
classroom, the true reason why they picked a particular phrase would (likely) be lost to them. Forcing these learners to a place 
which is not all that threatening, but is also outside of their norm, is a way to keep them from coming back to the same old 



ENGLISH A30 – MINI UNIT RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 7 

refrains like: it made me sad, or it made me think. Remember: this is about fostering learning that goes beyond the surface and 
pushes toward a greater understanding. A sharing activity could also be incorporated here (provided there was enough time). 

– Evaluation wise, the activity has to fit into the overall plan for the unit whether that be in how the response journal is marked, 
an informal pulse taking of the participation going on during the visit, or some other tangible means of evaluation. 

 
Here is a simplified look at the activity described above: 
 

– Students enter the exhibit and are gently reminded of their responsibilities as far as being respectful. They are also briefed on 
what the activity will entail. 3 mins 

– Students walk around at their own pace. This section can be done as an individual and as a group 5-10 mins 
– Students are asked to walk to one particular column or the timeline. 
– Students are reminded of what they are looking to write down and that this is solely an individual activity 
– Students rotate through the different sections with thirty seconds between reminders to move on  
– Once the previous section is complete, if students feel they want to read more, then they are given a time to do so  
– Class moves, as a whole, to the crush space in front of the theatre and given the prompt to respond. After completing the 

prompt they are welcomed to share. 
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Definition Activity 
  
Group Member Names___________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Residential School:      11. Eurocentric: 
 
 

2. Abuse:        12. Genocide: 
 
 

3. Apathy:       13. Prejudice: 
 
 

4. Appropriation:      14. Racism: 
 
 

5. Colonization:       15. Resilience: 
 
 

6. Discrimination:      16. Status/Non-Status: 
 
 

7. Reconciliation:      17. Stereotype: 
 
 

8. Enfranchisement:       
 
 

9. Assimilate:  
 
 

10. Indian Act: 
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ELA A30 – Assess and Reflect Rubric (Journal Entry)                                                                       Name: 

	   Fully	  meeting	  expectations,	  
with	  enriched	  
understanding	  (EU)	  

Fully	  meeting	  grade	  level	  
expectations	  (FM)	  

Mostly	  meeting	  grade	  
level	  expectations	  (MM)	  

Not	  yet	  meeting	  grade	  
level	  expectations	  (NY)	  

Establish	  
criteria	  

You	  have	  an	  in	  depth	  understanding	  
of	  the	  criteria	  for	  your	  given	  text	  form	  
and	  how	  these	  criteria	  link	  to	  the	  
work	  you	  are	  doing.	  You	  can	  explain	  
how	  each	  part	  leads	  to	  a	  strong	  whole.	  

You	  are	  able	  to	  suggest	  and/	  or	  
discuss	  criteria	  for	  the	  text	  form	  you	  
are	  engaging	  in.	  You	  spend	  time	  with	  
rubrics	  in	  order	  to	  plan	  for	  growth.	  

You	  need	  a	  little	  help	  remembering	  
and/	  or	  understanding	  some	  of	  the	  
criteria.	  Ask	  questions	  if	  you	  need	  to	  
so	  this	  becomes	  more	  independent.	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  stating	  
the	  criteria	  for	  this	  project	  on	  
your	  own.	  Go	  back	  to	  the	  
elements	  of	  strong,	  
comprehending,	  responding,	  
assessing	  and	  reflecting.	  

Identify	  
successes	  

You	  have	  a	  specific	  understanding	  of	  
your	  own	  strengths	  and	  knowledge	  
and	  how	  they	  relate	  to	  the	  goals	  of	  the	  
work	  you	  are	  doing.	  You	  can	  explain	  
how	  you	  arrived	  at	  these	  strengths	  in	  
order	  to	  apply	  them	  to	  your	  next	  
work.	  

You	  are	  able	  to	  describe	  the	  things	  
that	  went	  well	  in	  detail.	  You	  can	  give	  
examples	  within	  your	  work.	  You	  can	  
share	  self-‐knowledge	  and	  insights	  
gained.	  

You	  need	  a	  little	  help	  identifying	  all	  
of	  your	  strengths.	  Think	  about	  what	  
you	  felt	  most	  connected	  to.	  How	  can	  
the	  rubric	  help	  you	  with	  this	  skill?	  

You	  are	  unable	  to	  recognize	  your	  
strengths	  on	  your	  own.	  Go	  back	  
to	  the	  criteria	  on	  the	  rubric.	  
Compare	  them	  to	  your	  work.	  
Where	  do	  you	  feel	  most	  strong?	  	  

Set	  goals	   Your	  goals	  are	  appropriate	  and	  
specific	  and	  display	  an	  ability	  to	  
reflect	  deeply	  on	  your	  own	  strengths	  
and	  challenges.	  You	  clearly	  
understand	  the	  importance	  of	  new	  
knowledge	  and	  skill	  development	  and	  
this	  impacts	  the	  goals	  you	  set.	  

On	  your	  own,	  you	  are	  able	  to	  set	  
goals	  that	  link	  to	  strengths	  and	  
challenges.	  You	  can	  explain	  the	  
importance	  of	  new	  knowledge	  to	  self	  
and	  others.	  

You	  need	  a	  little	  help	  setting	  goals	  
that	  relate	  to	  the	  work	  you	  are	  doing;	  
continue	  to	  work	  on	  linking	  future	  
work	  to	  current	  work.	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  setting	  
goals	  that	  are	  appropriate	  and	  
specific;	  Spend	  much	  more	  time	  
practicing	  reflection.	  Listen	  to	  
someone	  else	  reflect	  and	  set	  
goals.	  

Use	  
strategies	  
to	  take	  
steps	  
toward	  
goals	  

You	  have	  a	  clear	  and	  deep	  
understanding	  of	  how	  to	  progress	  
toward	  goals	  and	  you	  enthusiastically	  
do	  so.	  You	  are	  willing	  to	  take	  risks	  
and	  try	  new	  strategies	  to	  improve.	  
You	  can	  clearly	  explain	  how	  skills	  and	  
strategies	  improve	  comprehension.	  

You	  can	  identify	  steps	  needed	  to	  
address	  your	  goals	  and	  then	  take	  
those	  steps.	  You	  understand	  
strategies	  that	  lead	  to	  stronger	  
composing	  and	  comprehending	  and	  
can	  explain	  this	  connection.	  

You	  need	  help	  imagining	  how	  to	  
address	  goals.	  Try	  journaling	  
strategies	  you	  have	  used	  so	  you	  can	  
draw	  on	  this	  information	  when	  
setting	  new	  goals.	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  
independently	  moving	  toward	  
goals.	  What	  do	  we	  mean	  by	  
strategies?	  What	  steps	  help	  us	  
progress	  in	  our	  learning?	  Ask	  for	  
ideas.	  

Respond	  
to	  
feedback	  

You	  seek	  feedback	  willingly	  and	  apply	  
new	  information	  to	  the	  work	  you	  are	  
doing;	  you	  show	  strong	  reflective	  
practices	  and	  good	  listening	  skills.	  

You	  approach	  feedback	  with	  an	  open	  
mind	  and	  a	  reflective	  manner;	  you	  
make	  decisions	  about	  how	  to	  
respond	  to	  feedback	  and	  apply	  it	  to	  
the	  work	  you	  are	  doing	  

You	  are	  showing	  some	  skill	  in	  
responding	  to	  feedback	  through	  
reflection	  and	  good	  listening;	  you	  
need	  a	  little	  help	  deciding	  how	  to	  
apply	  feedback	  to	  your	  work.	  	  

Much	  help	  is	  needed	  in	  active	  
listening	  and	  deciding	  how	  to	  
apply	  feedback	  to	  work	  you	  are	  
doing.	  How	  does	  feedback	  help	  us	  
get	  better?	  Why	  do	  we	  mean	  by	  
open-‐mindedness?	  	  

Give	  
feedback	  

You	  are	  very	  skilled	  at	  giving	  
feedback	  in	  order	  to	  help	  others.	  You	  
willingly	  seek	  to	  offer	  assistance	  but	  
do	  so	  in	  a	  respectful	  and	  open	  way.	  
You	  are	  encouraging	  in	  your	  language	  
and	  non-‐verbal	  cues.	  

You	  can	  give	  relevant	  feedback	  about	  
others’	  contributions	  and	  work.	  You	  
celebrate	  special	  accomplishments	  
through	  positive	  language.	  	  

With	  some	  help,	  you	  can	  give	  
feedback	  to	  others.	  Continue	  to	  think	  
about	  the	  criteria	  and	  how	  you	  can	  
help	  others	  without	  hurting	  them.	  
Keep	  practicing	  so	  this	  becomes	  
natural.	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  giving	  
feedback	  to	  others	  that	  is	  helpful.	  
What	  does	  good	  feedback	  sound	  
like?	  Have	  you	  ever	  been	  given	  
good	  advice?	  How	  did	  that	  
sound?	  How	  can	  the	  rubric	  help	  
you?	  
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Lesson Two: Implementation 
 
Subject: Language Arts 
Lesson Length: 95 Minutes 
Grade: 12 
 
Content (topic): Residential Schools – Implementation 
 
Learning Objectives (Outcomes): CR A 30.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of grade-appropriate First 
Nations, Metis, Saskatchewan, and Canadian texts that address: 

– Identity (e.g., Define the Individual, Negotiate the Community) 
– Social Responsibility (e.g., Shift Centres, Blur Margins), and 
– Social Action (Agency) (e.g., Understand Beliefs, Initiate Action). 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 
– Understand the implementation of residential schools; 
– Connect residential schools with present day and address differences; 
– Be able to express their learned knowledge through a photo essay; and 
– Discuss the social problems encountered by First Nations Peoples. 

Assessment (Indicator): a. Explore topics and contemporary and traditional visual, oral, multimedia (including digital) and written 
First Nations, Metis, Saskatchewan, and Canadian texts that present different viewpoints and perspectives including those that reflect 
the diversity of Canada and its citizens’ diverse personal identities, worldviews, and backgrounds. 
f. Respond personally and critically to perspectives and styles of a variety of First Nations, Metis, Saskatchewan, and Canadian texts 
and explain how the study of those texts enhances understanding of self, others, and Canadian identity. 
 
Rationale for Assessment: This assignment focuses on getting students to create a multimedia project on Residential Schools and 
relate it to their own identity, social responsibility and action. The photo essay is assessed through having the elements of a proper 
essay, as well as their ability to respond to the different viewpoints that reflect diversity in Canada. The photo essay and exit slip can 
allow students to respond to the perspectives of First Nations people, and enhance their understanding of self and other. This is 
important to help students gain a sense of self, community and place, as well as being able to understand and relate to others.  
 
Teaching Strategies: Video, Connect and Respond, Powerpoint teaching 
Multiple Intelligences: Visual, verbal, kinesthetic, modeling  
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Prerequisite Learning: Students may not have much prior knowledge on this topic 
 
Lesson Preparation 
Equipment/Materials: Powerpoint, Video loaded, Sample Photo Essay 
Advanced Preparation: Prepare powerpoint 
 
Set (Estimated 15 Minutes): 

1. Students will watch the “Indian Residential Schools Student Documentary,” which can be found on youtube.  The video is 13 
minutes.  There will be no introduction to the video. 

2. Students will be asked to make notes while watching the video of things that stand out to them, or that they find important. 
 
Development (Estimated 60 Minutes): 

1. At this point, the PowerPoint will be shown to students exploring what Residential Schools are, why they were created, and 
how they were implemented. (Attached) 

2. There will be a brief period for students to share their thoughts and ask questions.  This will be done as a group and the entire 
class will be asked to participate. 

3. The discussion will be lead by focus questions: 
– How do Residential Schools differ from your school? 
– List the ways Residential Schools encouraged or forced students to lose their Aboriginal identity. Ex. the last photo 

shown in the PowerPoint. 
– Explain how Residential Schools caused social problems in Aboriginal communities. 
– The legal history of Residential Schools. 
– The positive and negative legacies of Residential Schools. 
– Resistance to residential schools by Aboriginal Families. 
– The role of the churches. 
– Representations of Residential Schools. 

4. This discussion will proceed in the direction students choose, as it is my hope they are engaged and participating. 
5. Students will be asked to complete a Photo Essay, on Residential Schools.  
6. I will show the sample, “Christmas in Purgatory” (http://vimeo.com/4404579) so they understand what a photo essay is and 

how to compile it. 
7. The students will have an opportunity to work on their essays in class. 

 
Close (10 Minutes): 
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1. In order to present me with the information they have learned, Students will be asked to complete an exit slip.  The exit slip 
will ask students to write about one thing they didn’t understand from the lesson, or that they need clarified. 

 
Classroom Management Strategies: 

o Hands need to be raised in order to speak 
o Assignments to be typed or handwritten neatly 
o Washroom breaks should wait until break 
o While locating groups, this should be done quietly 
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Implementation of Residential Schools (Slide Show): 
 
Slide 2 – Pre Residential Schools 

– Early 19th century – Mission Schools 
o Goals: 

 Teach native people to read English so they could read the bible 
 Convert natives to Christianity 
 Catholic, Anglican, United, and Presbyterian Churches were involved 
 Indian Act – was the government’s responsibility to educate native children 

 
Slide 3 – Churches and Government 

– Aboriginal culture were unable to adapt to modern Canadian society 
– Without intervention, native people would be left behind 
– Children were easier to mould than adults 
– Children must be removed from family/cultural influence 
– Residential Schools were far from Aboriginal homes 

 
Slide 4 – Governance 

– 1890-1950’s – Parents had no choice but to send their children to Residential Schools 
– Many parents wanted this schooling as they thought it best for their children’s future 
– All aboriginal people were wards of the state 
– “Indian Agents” (white men) – employed by Dept. of Indian Affairs recruited students and ensured native students went to 

school 
 
Slide 5 – Residential School Curriculum 

– Children aged 5-16 had to attend 
– School day – half time classroom study/ half time learning a trade 
– Girls – sewing, cooking, and domestic skills 
– Boys – blacksmithing, carpentry, and auto mechanics 
– Added duties: milk cows, clean dorms, chop wood (provide labour to run schools cheaper) 

 
Slide 6 – Plans to Assimilate 

– To prepare Native children for white society 
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– Began consideration in 1928 
– Geared to end the “Indian Problem” 
– Guesstimated time for success was two generations 
– Church run 
– Government funded 

 
Slide 7 – Results 

– Children were removed from their homes 
– Forced assimilation of white societal cultures, values, religion and languages 
– Some children subjected to physical, emotional and sexual abuse 
– Devastation of families and cultures 

 
Slide 8: 
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One thing from today’s lesson that I did not quite understand, or still have 
questions about. 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

NAME _____________________________________________________	  

 

One thing from today’s lesson that I did not quite understand, or still have 
questions about. 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

NAME _____________________________________________________	  
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ELA A30 - Photo Essay Rubric    Name: ____________________________________ 
	  

	   Fully	  meeting	  
expectations,	  with	  
enriched	  
understanding	  (EU)	  

Fully	  meeting	  
grade	  level	  
expectations	  
(FM)	  

Mostly	  meeting	  grade	  
level	  expectations	  (MM)	  

Not	  yet	  meeting	  grade	  
level	  expectations	  (NY)	  

Central,	  strong	  
thesis	  

Your	  message	  is	  clearly	  on	  
one	  topic	  with	  a	  thesis	  
message	  that	  resonates	  with	  
the	  audience	  and	  aligns	  
clearly	  with	  the	  purpose.	  

You	  independently	  
and	  clearly	  represent	  a	  
central,	  strong	  thesis.	  

	  With	  help	  your	  message	  is	  mostly	  
clear	  and	  on	  topic.	  Spend	  time	  in	  the	  
pre-‐writing	  stage,	  developing	  your	  
focus	  fully.	  Review	  your	  purpose	  and	  
audience.	  

Even	  with	  help	  you	  struggle	  to	  
present	  a	  thesis	  that	  is	  strong	  and	  
central.	  Always	  keep	  your	  main	  
idea	  in	  mind	  and	  build	  onto	  it.	  	  Your	  
pre-‐writing	  should	  focus	  on	  this.	  
Establish	  your	  audience	  and	  
purpose	  before	  beginning.	  

Logical,	  concise	  
points	  to	  support	  
message,	  
provide	  unity,	  
coherence	  and	  
emphasis	  

You	  support	  your	  message	  
with	  numerous	  logical	  and	  
insightful	  details	  that	  serve	  to	  
expand	  and	  develop	  the	  thesis	  
in	  an	  interesting	  way.	  You	  
show	  strong	  unity	  and	  
coherence	  and	  thought-‐
provoking	  emphasis.	  

You	  support	  your	  
message	  with	  logical	  
details	  (visual,	  written,	  
auditory)	  to	  achieve	  
unity,	  coherence	  and	  
appropriate	  emphasis.	  

With	  help	  you	  use	  some	  logical	  
details	  to	  support	  your	  message.	  
Once	  you	  decide	  on	  your	  message,	  
how	  can	  you	  add	  details	  to	  support	  
it?	  Details	  should	  clarify	  the	  message,	  
provide	  unity	  and	  coherence	  and	  give	  
emphasis	  to	  certain	  aspects.	  

With	  much	  help	  you	  support	  your	  
message	  with	  a	  few	  details.	  	  Think	  
about	  how	  you	  can	  prove	  your	  
point	  using	  images,	  details	  and	  
examples	  from	  other	  sources.	  Think	  
visual,	  written	  and	  auditory	  when	  
appropriate.	  What	  do	  you	  want	  to	  
emphasize?	  How	  can	  you	  do	  this?	  

M
es
sa
ge
/M

ea
n
in
g	  

Style,	  voice	  and	  
format	  
appropriate	  to	  
audience	  and	  
purpose	  

The	  style,	  voice	  and	  format	  of	  
your	  representation	  resonate	  
with	  your	  intended	  audience	  
and	  purpose.	  You	  are	  willing	  
to	  take	  some	  risks.	  	  

The	  style,	  voice	  and	  
format	  of	  your	  
representation	  suit	  
your	  intended	  
audience	  and	  purpose.	  

With	  help	  you	  create	  a	  
representation	  with	  a	  style,	  voice	  and	  
format	  that	  suit	  your	  intended	  
audience	  and	  purpose.	  Be	  sure	  you	  
are	  consistently	  clear	  about	  why	  you	  
are	  creating	  the	  representation	  and	  
for	  whom.	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  creating	  a	  
representation	  with	  a	  style,	  voice	  
and	  format	  that	  suits	  your	  intended	  
audience	  and	  purpose.	  	  As	  you	  
work	  on	  your	  representation,	  check	  
with	  others	  to	  be	  sure	  it	  is	  making	  
sense.	  

O
rg
an
iz
at
i

on
	  a
n
d
	  

Co
h
er
en
ce
	  Logical	  and	  

effective	  
structures	  

The	  organization	  of	  your	  
representation	  enhances	  the	  
desired	  effect	  on	  your	  
audience,	  and	  clarifies	  the	  
purpose	  and	  context	  of	  your	  
creation.	  You	  show	  a	  strong	  
grasp	  of	  the	  elements	  and	  
principles	  of	  design.	  	  

Your	  representation	  is	  
clearly	  organized	  in	  a	  
manner	  that	  is	  logical	  
to	  its	  audience,	  
purpose	  and	  context.	  
You	  are	  utilizing	  the	  
elements	  and	  
principles	  of	  design.	  

With	  help	  you	  create	  a	  
representation	  that	  is	  somewhat	  
organized	  to	  suit	  audience,	  purpose	  
and	  context.	  Review	  that	  ways	  
representations	  could	  be	  organized.	  
What	  additional	  elements	  or	  
principles	  of	  design	  can	  you	  apply?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  creating	  a	  
representation	  that	  is	  organized	  to	  
suit	  its	  audience,	  purpose	  and	  
context.	  Use	  a	  visual	  organizer	  to	  
help	  you	  plan	  your	  representation.	  
Think	  about	  the	  elements	  and	  
principles	  of	  design.	  

 
 
Cont’d on Next Page 
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Logical	  sequence	   Your	  representation	  is	  
introduced	  in	  manner	  that	  
immediate	  captivates	  and	  
hooks	  the	  audience.	  The	  
sequence	  consistently	  
engages	  and	  informs.	  

The	  representation	  
presents	  your	  message	  
in	  a	  logical	  and	  easy-‐
to-‐follow	  sequence.	  

With	  help	  you	  introduce	  your	  
representation	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  
mostly	  informs	  and	  engages	  the	  
audience	  and	  your	  sequence	  is	  
mostly	  logical.	  How	  can	  you	  be	  
more	  clear	  and	  interesting?	  

With	  much	  help	  you	  follow	  a	  sequence	  in	  
your	  representation.	  	  Look	  at	  other	  
works	  and	  think	  about	  why	  they	  
captivate	  you.	  How	  can	  representation	  be	  
introduced?	  What	  kind	  of	  representation	  
are	  you	  doing?	  How	  might	  you	  order/	  
organize	  it?	  

	  

Valid	  and	  
memorable	  
conclusion	  

Your	  conclusion	  clearly	  and	  
succinctly	  ties	  the	  parts	  of	  
your	  representation	  
together	  and	  strengths	  your	  
message.	  

Your	  conclusion	  wraps	  
up	  your	  ideas	  in	  a	  
logical	  and	  convincing	  
way.	  	  

With	  help	  your	  conclusion	  mostly	  
wraps	  up	  your	  ideas	  in	  a	  logical	  
way.	  How	  can	  you	  leave	  your	  
viewers	  with	  a	  strong	  sense	  of	  
closure?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  bringing	  closure	  
to	  your	  ideas	  in	  a	  logical	  and	  convincing	  
way.	  Examine	  conclusions	  in	  other	  works	  
to	  see	  how	  they	  are	  made	  logical	  and	  
convincing.	  

Smooth	  
transitions	  

Your	  topic	  flows	  eloquently	  
from	  one	  part	  to	  the	  next	  
enhancing	  the	  overall	  
enjoyment	  of	  the	  
representation.	  You	  have	  
used	  engaging	  transitions.	  

Your	  representation	  
smoothly	  flows	  from	  
one	  part	  to	  the	  next.	  
You	  have	  used	  
appropriate	  
transitions.	  

With	  help	  you	  attempt	  smooth	  
movement	  from	  one	  part	  of	  your	  
representation	  to	  the	  next.	  
Explore	  other	  ways	  to	  connect	  
one	  idea	  to	  the	  next.	  

With	  much	  help	  you	  create	  some	  flow	  
from	  one	  part	  of	  your	  representation	  to	  
the	  next.	  Include	  your	  plans	  for	  
transition	  in	  your	  map.	  View	  other	  
representations	  to	  get	  new	  ideas.	  

Variety	  of	  forms	  
and	  technologies	  

A	  rich	  variety	  of	  forms	  and	  
technologies	  are	  effectively	  
used	  to	  enhance	  your	  
representation.	  You	  
willingly	  took	  risks	  and	  
tried	  something	  new.	  

You	  use	  a	  variety	  of	  
forms	  and	  
technologies	  to	  
enhance	  your	  
representation.	  	  

With	  help	  you	  somewhat	  vary	  
forms	  and	  technologies	  to	  add	  
interest	  to	  your	  representation.	  
Explore	  options	  and	  think	  more	  
about	  what	  will	  make	  your	  
message	  stronger.	  

With	  much	  help	  you	  try	  a	  few	  forms	  and	  
technologies	  to	  add	  interest	  to	  your	  
representation.	  	  Think	  about	  how	  variety	  
increases	  interest	  and	  attention	  to	  a	  
topic.	  Explore	  all	  your	  options.	  You	  might	  
need	  to	  learn	  some	  new	  technologies.	  

St
yl
e	  
an
d
	  L
an
gu
ag
e	  
Ch
oi
ce
s	  

Use	  a	  variety	  of	  
techniques	  to	  
gain	  attention	  
and	  deliver	  
message	  

You	  skillfully	  use	  a	  variety	  
of	  techniques	  to	  capture	  the	  
attention	  of	  your	  audience,	  
hold	  it	  and	  deliver	  your	  
message.	  You	  have	  a	  strong	  
balance	  between	  creating	  
interest	  and	  sharing	  ideas.	  

You	  use	  techniques	  to	  
gain	  and	  hold	  the	  
attention	  of	  the	  
audience	  and	  deliver	  
your	  message.	  You	  can	  
explain	  your	  choices.	  

You	  used	  some	  techniques	  to	  gain	  
your	  audience’s	  attention	  and	  
explore	  your	  message.	  Work	  on	  
applying	  these	  techniques	  
consistently	  and	  artfully	  
throughout.	  What	  techniques	  
could	  you	  explore	  further?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  using	  techniques	  
to	  capture	  attention	  and	  explore	  your	  
message.	  Practice	  each	  technique	  in	  
isolation	  until	  you	  become	  familiar	  with	  
it	  and	  then	  decide	  whether	  it	  fits	  your	  
representation.	  

	  
Forms and technologies: sound, photographs, graphics, models, maps, charts, visual and auditory aids 
Elements of design: colour, shape, line and texture 
Techniques: questions, facts, gestures, facial expressions, anecdotes, lighting, dissolve, fade 
 
Feedback: 
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Lesson Three: Outcomes and Impacts 

Subject: Language Arts 
Lesson Length: 115 Minutes 
Grade: 12 
 
Content (topic): Residential Schools – Outcomes and Impacts 
 
Learning Objectives (Outcomes): CC A 30.4 Create a variety of informational (including an inquiry/research paper and an editorial) 
and literary (including a real or invented narrative and a literary criticism essay) texts that are appropriate to a variety of audiences and 
purposes including informing, persuading, and entertaining. 
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

– Describe the impact of the Indian Act on Aboriginal people; 
– Describe the impact of Residential Schools on Aboriginal people; 
– Discuss the impact of First Nations who survived Residential Schools;  
– Discuss the impact on the survivor’s families of Residential Schools; 
– Identify a range of sources of information for their essay; 
– Familiarize with the concept of evidence; 
– Raise students’ awareness about the benefits and limitations of different sources; and  
– Compare and contrast as a way to gain better understanding. 

Assessment (Indicator): a. Create a variety of written communications using various elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, 
audience, form), in narrative, expository, persuasive, information, and/or descriptive texts. 
h. Experiment with a variety of written text forms (e.g., chapter of a novel, short story, minutes of a meeting) and techniques (such as 
satire, tone, mood) and explain their appeal. 
 
Rationale for Assessment: The target of this assignment is to get students to compose a research paper that has the purpose of 
informing. Students will create the essay using the different elements of discourse that relate to informative writing, such as providing 
facts. Students will be able to apply English knowledge to help them become more competent and confident language users.  
 
Teaching Strategies: Self-conducted learning 
Multiple Intelligences: Visual, verbal, kinesthetic 
Prerequisite Learning: Students may not have much prior knowledge on this topic 
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Lesson Preparation 
Equipment/Materials: Essay topic sheet 
Advanced Preparation: Prepare Essay topic sheet 
 
Set (Estimated 15 Minutes): 

1. Students will have one minute to write down places where they think they may be able to access information. 
2. Encourage students to use all resources they can find in the community. (Library, Internet, Elders) 
3. Explain to students the difference between primary and secondary sources. 

 
Development (Estimated 85 Minutes): 

1. Students will head to the computer lab/library to start finding resources. 
2. They will be asked to start their rough drafts of their essay. 
3. Students will be provided with a graphic organizer to assist them with the 5-paragraph style of essay. 
4. Once their rough draft has been completed, the teacher will assess it. 

 
Close (Estimated 15 Minutes): 

1. Students will come up to the front of the class and present a 1 minute presentation about their topic and something they found 
interesting about the essay. 

 
Classroom Management Strategies: 

o Hands need to be raised in order to speak 
o Assignments to be typed or handwritten neatly 
o Washroom breaks should wait until break 
o While locating groups, this should be done quietly 
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ELA A30 – Residential School Research Essay Topics 
 
Please pick one of the following topics to focus on for your 5-paragraph essay: 
 

1. In many cases, the abuses, and even the common experiences of having attended residential school have caused impacts such 
as posttraumatic stress disorder and have made it difficult for Survivors to engage in family, social, and professional 
circumstances.  Elaborate on how Residential Schools had this impact on attendee’s later in their lives. 
 

2. The removal of children from their homes prevented the transmission of language and culture, resulting in the fact that many 
Aboriginal people no longer speak their language or are aware of the traditional cultural practices.  Provide details of what was 
lost for Aboriginals who attended Residential Schools. 

 
3. Adaptation of abusive behaviours learned from residential schools has occurred and caused intergenerational trauma.  

Intergenerational trauma is the cycle of abuse and trauma that passes on from one generation to the next.  Explain how this 
trauma affects school-aged children today and how it affects their ability to learn in school. 

 
4. Aboriginal communities are still broken and in need of healing.  In today’s society, we still see high rates of substance abuse, 

violence, crime, child apprehension, disease, and suicide present in Aboriginal communities.  Discuss government policy and 
ways they are trying to reconcile with the Aboriginal people because of Residential Schools. 

 
5. Survivors were often away from their parents for long periods and this prevented the discovering and learning of valuable 

parenting skills.  Explain how this still affects people to this day. 
 

6. Post –residential school community environment, seen in patterns of paternalistic authority linked to passive dependency; 
patterns of misuse of power to control others, and community social patterns that foster whispering in the dark, but refusing to 
support and stand with those who speak out or challenge the status quo.  Discuss how these things make Aboriginal people 
untrustworthy and upset with authorities.  
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Five-Paragraph Essay Graphic Organizer 
 

Introduction 
This will become the first paragraph in your essay; fill this box out with at least three sentences introducing your three main ideas. 

 
Body 

Each of these main ideas will become a paragraph in your paper. Express these ideas in complete sentences. 
 

Main Idea #1     Main Idea #2     Main Idea #3 
 
 
 

  

Details that support Main Idea #1 Details that support Main Idea #2 Details that support Main Idea #3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

 
Conclusion 

Repeat, using new wording, the most important ideas: the ideas that you really want your reader to remember. 
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Graphic Organizer – 5 Paragraph Essay with Direct Evidence 
 

1. Introduction  
 

a. Hook: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______ 

 
b. Connect “hook” to topic: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

c. Background Info: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
d. Thesis Statement: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. 1st Body Paragraph   
 

a. Transition & Topic Sentence: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. Introduce Quote #1: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

c. Quote #1: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__ 

 
d. Explain the quote’s importance: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. 2nd Body Paragraph 
 

a. Transition and Topic Sentence: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. Introduce Quote #2: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

c. Quote #2: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__ 
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d. Explain the quote’s importance: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. 3rd Body Paragraph 

 
a. Transition and Topic Sentence: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

b. Introduce Quote #3: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
c. Quote #3: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__ 

 
d. Explain the quote’s importance: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Conclusion 
 

a. Restate Thesis: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. Restate main ideas: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

c. Leave the reader with something interesting to think about: 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
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ELA A30 – Residential School Research Essay        Name_______________________	  
	  

	  

	   Fully	  meeting	  
expectations,	  with	  
enriched	  
understanding	  (EU)	  

Fully	  meeting	  grade	  
level	  expectations	  
(FM)	  

Mostly	  meeting	  
grade	  level	  
expectations	  (MM)	  

Not	  yet	  meeting	  grade	  level	  
expectations	  (NY)	  

Focus	  	   Your	  message	  is	  clearly	  and	  
consistently	  on	  one	  topic	  with	  
a	  message	  that	  resonates	  with	  
the	  audience	  and	  aligns	  
clearly	  with	  the	  purpose.	  You	  
have	  the	  right	  balance	  
between	  scope	  and	  emphasis.	  

You	  independently	  and	  
clearly	  write	  about	  a	  topic	  
of	  interest	  with	  an	  
appropriately	  narrowed	  
thesis.	  

	  With	  help	  your	  message	  is	  
mostly	  clear	  and	  on	  topic.	  
Spend	  time	  in	  the	  pre-‐writing	  
stage,	  developing	  your	  focus	  
fully.	  Review	  your	  purpose	  
and	  audience	  and	  ensure	  your	  
emphasis	  is	  narrow	  enough	  to	  
be	  thorough	  and	  in	  depth	  
while	  maintaining	  economy.	  

Even	  with	  help	  you	  struggle	  to	  present	  
a	  focus	  that	  is	  strong	  and	  central.	  Be	  
sure	  that	  when	  you	  are	  choosing	  a	  
topic,	  it	  is	  one	  that	  strongly	  interests	  
you	  –	  this	  is	  your	  most	  important	  
decision.	  Always	  keep	  your	  main	  idea	  
in	  mind	  and	  build	  onto	  it.	  	  Your	  pre-‐
writing	  should	  focus	  on	  this.	  Establish	  
your	  audience	  and	  purpose	  before	  
beginning.	  

M
es
sa
ge
/M

ea
n
in
g	  

Details	   Your	  composition	  
demonstrates	  a	  deep	  
understanding	  of	  topic	  and	  
this	  emerges	  through	  
engaging	  and	  comprehensive	  
details,	  facts,	  ideas,	  quotations	  
as	  statistics	  as	  it	  relates	  to	  
your	  intended	  purpose.	  You	  
have	  approached	  detail	  
support	  creatively,	  through	  
both	  words	  and	  graphic	  or	  
illustrations	  and	  clearly	  
addressed	  any	  
misunderstandings	  or	  
potential	  questions	  and	  
concerns.	  

Your	  composition	  
demonstrates	  a	  clear	  
understanding	  of	  the	  
purpose	  and	  contains	  
relevant	  details	  to	  support	  
this	  purpose.	  You	  have	  
considered	  various	  aspects	  
of	  your	  topic	  and	  have	  facts,	  
ideas,	  quotations,	  statistics	  
and	  other	  data	  to	  support	  
your	  focus	  and	  anticipate	  
misunderstandings.	  

Your	  composition	  
demonstrates	  a	  basic	  or	  
uneven	  understanding	  of	  the	  
topic.	  	  You	  needed	  support	  
fleshing	  out	  details.	  What	  
details	  could	  make	  your	  essay	  
even	  stronger?	  Where	  can	  you	  
go	  for	  additional	  information?	  
How	  can	  you	  present	  your	  
information?	  Look	  to	  
quotations,	  statistics,	  and	  
other	  data	  sources	  to	  support	  
your	  ideas.	  Think	  about	  
questions	  others	  may	  have	  
about	  your	  chosen	  focus.	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  showing	  a	  clear	  
understanding	  of	  your	  intended	  topic.	  	  
Who	  is	  the	  person	  you	  are	  focusing	  on?	  	  
What	  details	  are	  important?	  	  When	  did	  
it	  take	  place?	  	  Where?	  	  What	  events	  are	  
essential?	  Where	  can	  you	  go	  to	  find	  this	  
information?	  How	  can	  you	  make	  sure	  
your	  information	  is	  accurate?	  

O
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a
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Logical	  
and	  
effective	  
structure
s	  

The	  organization	  of	  your	  
writing	  enhances	  the	  desired	  
effect	  on	  your	  audience,	  and	  
clarifies	  the	  purpose	  and	  
context	  of	  your	  creation.	  You	  
have	  taken	  some	  risks	  to	  
enhance	  impact.	  

Your	  writing	  is	  clearly	  
organized	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  
is	  logical	  to	  its	  audience,	  
purpose	  and	  context.	  

With	  help	  you	  create	  writing	  
that	  is	  somewhat	  organized	  to	  
suit	  audience,	  purpose	  and	  
context.	  Review	  that	  ways	  
your	  text	  form	  could	  be	  
organized.	  	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  creating	  writing	  
that	  is	  organized	  to	  suit	  its	  audience,	  
purpose	  and	  context.	  Use	  a	  visual	  
organizer	  to	  help	  you	  plan.	  Explore	  
ways	  your	  chosen	  text	  form	  can	  be	  
organized	  by	  looking	  at	  examples.	  
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Engaging	  
introduction	  

You	  introduced	  the	  topic	  in	  an	  
informative	  and	  highly	  engaging	  
way.	  Your	  audience	  wanted	  to	  
read	  more	  and	  they	  clearly	  
understand	  the	  importance	  of	  
your	  topic.	  

You	  introduced	  the	  main	  
idea	  of	  your	  topic	  in	  a	  
correctly	  constructed	  way.	  
Your	  audience	  knew	  what	  
was	  going	  to	  happen	  in	  your	  
writing	  and	  why	  your	  topic	  
was	  important.	  

You	  needed	  help	  in	  deciding	  how	  
to	  introduce	  your	  topic.	  Before	  
you	  begin	  to	  construct	  your	  
writing,	  think	  about	  what	  you	  
really	  want	  to	  say	  and	  how	  to	  say	  
it	  in	  an	  interesting	  way.	  

You	  had	  some	  trouble	  introducing	  
your	  topic	  and	  engaging	  your	  
audience.	  What	  is	  your	  message?	  
Who	  is	  your	  audience?	  How	  can	  you	  
hook	  your	  audience?	  

Valid	  and	  
justifiable	  
conclusion	  

Your	  conclusion	  powerfully	  and	  
succinctly	  encapsulates	  your	  
message	  and	  leaves	  your	  listeners	  
with	  deeper	  understanding	  and	  
further	  questions	  and	  thoughts.	  

Your	  conclusion	  logically	  
and	  coherently	  sums	  up	  and	  
brings	  closure	  to	  your	  
message,	  leaving	  the	  reader	  
with	  something	  to	  think	  
about.	  

With	  help,	  your	  conclusion	  mostly	  
sums	  up	  and	  brings	  closure	  to	  
your	  message.	  How	  can	  you	  end	  
your	  speech	  in	  a	  way	  that	  helps	  
your	  listeners	  to	  understand	  your	  
message?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  summing	  up	  
your	  message.	  	  Spend	  more	  time	  
planning	  all	  parts	  of	  your	  message.	  
What	  ideas	  do	  you	  want	  to	  leave	  your	  
listeners	  with,	  in	  the	  end?	  	  

Seek	  
information	  
through	  
current,	  
reliable	  
primary	  and	  
secondary	  
sources	  -	  
cited	  

You	  use	  a	  rich	  variety	  of	  relevant,	  
reliable	  and	  unbiased	  primary	  
and	  secondary	  sources	  and	  
confidently	  and	  accurately	  cite	  
them	  within	  your	  message.	  You	  
explore	  beyond	  the	  basic	  sources	  
into	  unique	  digital	  and	  
informational	  sources.	  You	  gather	  
and	  synthesize	  in	  order	  to	  create	  
your	  own	  perspective	  and	  avoid	  
plagiarism.	  

You	  independently	  use	  and	  
accurately	  cite	  a	  variety	  of	  
current,	  reliable,	  unbiased	  
digital	  and	  informational	  
primary	  and	  secondary	  
sources	  to	  gather	  and	  
synthesize	  information	  and	  
perspectives	  in	  order	  to	  
avoid	  plagiarism.	  

With	  help	  you	  use	  and	  accurately	  
cite	  a	  variety	  of	  current	  reliable	  
sources.	  Would	  a	  graphic	  
organizer	  help	  you	  do	  this	  more	  
independently?	  Consider	  both	  
digital	  and	  other	  informational	  
sources.	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  using	  and	  
accurately	  citing	  some	  current	  
reliable	  sources.	  Use	  a	  graphic	  
organizer	  and	  keep	  track	  as	  you	  go!	  
Be	  clear	  about	  your	  source	  options	  
and	  how	  to	  find	  them.	  

St
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Skillful	  use	  
of	  rhetorical	  
devices	  
	  

You	  are	  able	  to	  make	  skillful	  use	  
of	  multiple	  rhetorical	  devices	  in	  
order	  to	  achieve	  an	  engaging	  
effect	  that	  suits	  the	  audience	  and	  
purpose.	  You	  can	  explain	  why	  you	  
made	  the	  decisions	  you	  did	  as	  it	  
relates	  to	  your	  message.	  

You	  are	  able	  to	  make	  skillful	  
use	  of	  rhetorical	  devices	  in	  
your	  speech	  in	  order	  to	  
achieve	  a	  desired	  effect.	  

With	  help,	  you	  can	  make	  use	  of	  
rhetorical	  devices	  in	  your	  speech.	  
Continue	  to	  look	  for	  ways	  to	  use	  
rhetorical	  devices	  without	  
sacrificing	  any	  aspect	  of	  your	  
message.	  How	  can	  they	  be	  used	  
with	  the	  greatest	  impact?	  Which	  
works	  best	  when?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  using	  
rhetorical	  devices	  in	  your	  speech.	  Be	  
sure	  that	  you	  know	  what	  rhetorical	  
devices	  are.	  Look	  for	  examples	  in	  
speeches	  by	  other	  people.	  What	  
impact	  do	  they	  have	  on	  you	  as	  a	  
listener?	  How	  could	  you	  use	  them	  in	  
your	  message?	  

Rhetorical devices: ambiguity, contradiction, paradox, irony, incongruity, overstatement, understatement 
 
Feedback: 
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Lesson Four – Reconciliation/Conclusion 

Subject: Language Arts 
Lesson Length: 100 Minutes 
Grade: 12 
 
Content (topic): Residential Schools – Reconciliation/Conclusion 
 
Learning Objectives (Outcomes): CR A 30.3 Listen to, comprehend, and develop coherent and plausible interpretations of grade-
appropriate literary and informational texts created by First Nations, Metis, Saskatchewan, and Canadian speakers and authors from 
various communities. 
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to: 

– Decipher meaning within literature; 
– Understand multiple perspectives;  
– Create their own opinions; and 
– Respond to multiple perspectives. 

Assessment (Indicator): a. Listen to, respond to, and interpret oral texts created by First Nations, Metis, Saskatchewan, and Canadian 
speakers and authors from various cultural communities. 
f. Demonstrate proficiency in reflective, critical, empathetic, and appreciative listening. 
 
Rationale for Assessment: By writing a creative paragraph based on their interpretation of the reading “Shannen’s Dream”, students 
will be about to listen to, respond to, comprehend and interpret oral texts. It also allows students to appreciate listening for a variety of 
reasons, as well as develop a range of critical listening behaviours. As one of the goals of education, students will be able to use 
language to interact with and to respond effectively with others. 
 
Teaching Strategies: Review, Read and Respond 
Multiple Intelligences: Visual, verbal, kinesthetic 
 
Prerequisite Learning: Students may not have much prior knowledge on this topic 
 
Lesson Preparation 
Equipment/Materials: Markers 
Advanced Preparation: Literature, Previous KWL Charts 
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Set (Estimated 15 Minutes): 

1. Students are going to be asked to share experienced of reconciliation that they have previously heard of.  This can be things 
they have heard of on the news, things they found while researching their essays, or from anywhere. 

2. We are going to share these ideas out loud with the class and give our own thoughts and opinions on the topics. 
 
Development (Estimated 60 Minutes): 

1. Students are going to be randomly split into two groups. 
2. Group One will be given the story, “Shannen’s Dream” to read. 
3. Group Two will be given the poem “I am a Witness” to read. 
4. The groups will be asked to read and analyze their works. 
5. They will then be asked to create a concept map outlining the main ideas in their literature. 
6. Both groups will be asked to create short 5 minute presentations to the class explaining their webs. 
7. Next, each student will be asked to write a paragraph (attached). 

 
Close (Estimated 25 Minutes): 

1. We will gather in groups of three or four to review the KWL charts completed at the beginning of the mini-unit. 
2. Students will add or take away from the chart that they are assigned to. 
3. We will discuss the final charts and what was learned in the mini-unit. 

 
Classroom Management Strategies: 

– Hands need to be raised in order to speak 
– Assignments to be typed or handwritten neatly 
– Washroom breaks should wait until break 
– While locating groups, this should be done quietly 
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Shannen’s Dream 
 
July 27, 2008  
 
Watchey... My name is Shannen Koostachin. I am an Mushkegowuk Innanu from an isolated community called Attawapiskat First 
Nation. My parents are Jenny and Andrew Koostachin. I have three brothers and three sisters. I am fourteen years old. I’ve graduated 
and finished elementary school called JR Nakogee Elementary School and going to go to school somewhere in down south just tohave 
a proper education. I want to have a better education because I want to follow my dreams and grow up and study to be a lawyer. For 
the last eight years, I have never been in a real 
school since I’ve started my education. For what inspired me was when I realized in grade in grade eight that I’ve been going to 
school in these portables for eight long struggling years. We put on our coats outside and battle through the seasons just to go to 
computers, gym and library. I was always taught by the parents to stand up and speak out for myself. My message is to  
never give up. You get up, pick up your books and keep walking in your moccasins.  
 
Leadership Questions  
When I was a little kid, I always use to think what a great leader my dad was, Andrew Koostachin, He taught me to look up to the 
Seven Grandfathers. Love, Respect, Truth, Honesty, Humility, Bravery and Wisdom. Those are called the Seven Grandfathers. And 
the other thing my dad taught me about life is to take 3 steps, put God first, because he made you and me, Second is family. Because 
they give you a lot of love. Third is education. School is very important! This why I’m herebecause children before grade 5 had 
already lost hope. Personality Well the three or four things would like people to know about me is. One, I do notlike broken promises. 
Two, I do not  
like seeing my siblings going to school in washrooms. And three, I would like them to know too that I AM NOT GIVING UP.  
 
Motivation  
1.I’ve been going to school in these washrooms for eight long struggling years now. I do notwant my younger brother and sisters 
thinking those portables are proper schools.  
2.Education is important because in the future you’ll have a better life. Because without an education, you wouldn’t have a job or go 
anywhere at all.  
3.I would tell them to pray and be strong. Tostand up for their rights and never give up.  
4.Because the New School Campaign is growing. There are a lot of supporters around the world. There are even a lot of questions for 
Minister Strahl.  
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Inspiring others  
1.Of course, I would support others even though they are Non-natives. I would help around and do whatever I can to support. This is 
why we are made the circle. One is red, one is yellow, the other is white and the other is black. We are all the same. We keep the circle 
strong!  
2.So that he’ll [Minister Strahl} know that we will not wait for another eight years. He knows that we are sick and tired walking back 
and forth outside in the cold winter, the cold wind, the cold rain, the hot sun. He knows that. It’s just that he doesn’t understand. If he 
did understood he could’ve just give us a school just like that!  
3.I would tell them [other children] not to be afraid. To ignore people who are putting you down. To get up and tell them what you 
want... what you need!  
4.I would tell them to think about the future and follow they’re dreams. I would tell them NEVER give up hope. Get up; pick up your 
books, and GO TO SCHOOL. But not in portables.  
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Witness 
Composed and Recorded Riva Farrell 
 
Racette 
I am a witness  
I am a sentinel  
I can see everything  
That you want to hide 
Your symmetry is unbalanced and unrefined  
But you would claim that there's an honor in the crown you take to bed with you  
each night 
Your symmetry is unbalanced and unrefined  
But you still claim that there's  
an honor in  
the crown you take  
to bed with you each night 
I am a witness  
To something so obvious  
I can see everything  
It's your war to hide 
Hold your hands up  
If you've ever felt left behind  
Could you stand up  
To show how your hands are tied 
Cause in our school  
You will find  
Little pieces of  
The crown you take, that crown you take  
To bed with you each night 
So raise your hands if you've been left behind  
Raise your hands if you've been left behind  
And raise your hands if you can break the binds  
Raise your hands if you can break the binds with all the crowns we take tonight.  
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ELA A30 – Creative Paragraph                                              Name___________________________ 
 
What do you need to be safe, comfortable, and healthy at school?  At home?  In their community?  What impact do these inequalities 
have on children and families?  Contrast this with Residential Schools. 
Please use the blank space to create your answer. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ELA A30 – Creative Writing Rubric        Name:	  
	  

	  

	   Fully	  meeting	  
expectations,	  with	  
enriched	  
understanding	  (EU)	  

Fully	  meeting	  grade	  
level	  expectations	  
(FM)	  

Mostly	  meeting	  grade	  
level	  expectations	  (MM)	  

Not	  yet	  meeting	  grade	  level	  
expectations	  (NY)	  

Clear	  and	  
consistent	  
thesis	  	  

Your	  message	  is	  clearly	  and	  
consistently	  on	  one	  topic	  
with	  a	  thesis	  message	  that	  
resonates	  with	  the	  audience	  
and	  aligns	  clearly	  with	  the	  
purpose	  and	  context.	  

You	  independently	  and	  
clearly	  write	  about	  a	  
central,	  strong	  thesis	  That	  
addresses	  audience	  needs,	  a	  
clear	  purpose	  and	  the	  
context.	  

	  With	  help	  your	  message	  is	  mostly	  
clear	  and	  on	  topic.	  Spend	  time	  in	  
the	  pre-‐writing	  stage,	  developing	  
your	  thesis	  fully.	  Review	  your	  
purpose,	  context	  and	  audience.	  

Even	  with	  help	  you	  struggle	  to	  present	  
a	  thesis	  that	  is	  strong	  and	  central.	  
Always	  keep	  your	  main	  idea	  in	  mind	  
and	  build	  onto	  it.	  	  Your	  pre-‐writing	  
should	  focus	  on	  this.	  Establish	  your	  
audience,	  context	  and	  purpose	  before	  
beginning.	  

M
es
sa
ge
/M

ea
n
in
g	  

Facts,	  
details,	  
supporting	  
information	  
and	  
evidence	  

Your	  composition	  
demonstrates	  a	  deep	  
understanding	  of	  topic	  and	  
this	  emerges	  through	  
engaging	  and	  
comprehensive	  details,	  facts	  
and	  evidence	  about	  the	  
place	  and	  time	  as	  it	  relates	  
to	  your	  intended	  purpose.	  
You	  have	  approached	  detail	  
support	  creatively,	  through	  
both	  words	  and	  graphic	  or	  
illustrations.	  

Your	  composition	  
demonstrates	  a	  clear	  
understanding	  of	  the	  
purpose	  and	  contains	  
relevant	  facts,	  details	  and	  
evidence	  to	  support	  this	  
purpose.	  You	  have	  an	  
accurate	  representation	  of	  
multiple	  aspects	  of	  your	  
topic	  in	  both	  writing	  and	  
visually	  when	  appropriate.	  

Your	  composition	  demonstrates	  a	  
basic	  or	  uneven	  understanding	  of	  
the	  topic.	  	  You	  needed	  support	  
fleshing	  out	  details.	  What	  details	  
could	  make	  your	  essay	  even	  
stronger?	  Where	  can	  you	  go	  for	  
additional	  information?	  How	  can	  
you	  present	  your	  information?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  showing	  a	  clear	  
understanding	  of	  your	  intended	  topic.	  	  
Who	  is	  the	  person	  you	  are	  focusing	  on?	  	  
What	  details	  are	  important?	  	  When	  did	  
it	  take	  place?	  	  Where?	  	  What	  events	  are	  
essential?	  Where	  can	  you	  go	  to	  find	  this	  
information?	  How	  can	  you	  make	  sure	  
your	  information	  is	  accurate?	  

Logical	  and	  
effective	  
structures	  

The	  organization	  of	  your	  
writing	  enhances	  the	  
desired	  effect	  on	  your	  
audience,	  and	  clarifies	  the	  
purpose	  and	  context	  of	  your	  
creation.	  You	  have	  taken	  
some	  risks	  with	  form	  and	  
structures	  to	  enhance	  
impact.	  

Your	  writing	  is	  clearly	  
organized	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  
is	  logical	  to	  its	  audience,	  
purpose	  and	  context.	  You	  
have	  attended	  to	  
appropriate	  form	  and	  
structures.	  

With	  help	  you	  create	  writing	  that	  is	  
somewhat	  organized	  to	  suit	  
audience,	  purpose	  and	  context.	  
Review	  that	  ways	  your	  text	  form	  
could	  be	  organized.	  What	  are	  forms	  
and	  structures	  you	  could	  use?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  creating	  writing	  
that	  is	  organized	  to	  suit	  its	  audience,	  
purpose	  and	  context.	  Use	  a	  visual	  
organizer	  to	  help	  you	  plan.	  Explore	  
ways	  your	  chosen	  text	  form	  can	  be	  
organized	  by	  looking	  at	  examples.	  
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Valid	  and	  
justifiable	  
conclusion	  

Your	  conclusion	  powerfully	  
and	  succinctly	  encapsulates	  
your	  message	  and	  leaves	  
your	  readers	  with	  deeper	  
understanding.	  

Your	  conclusion	  strongly	  
and	  coherently	  sums	  up	  and	  
brings	  closure	  to	  your	  
message.	  

With	  help,	  your	  conclusion	  mostly	  
sums	  up	  and	  brings	  closure	  to	  your	  
message.	  How	  can	  you	  end	  your	  
writing	  in	  a	  way	  that	  helps	  your	  
readers	  to	  understand	  your	  
message?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  summing	  up	  
your	  message.	  	  Spend	  more	  time	  
planning	  all	  parts	  of	  your	  message.	  
What	  ideas	  do	  you	  want	  to	  leave	  your	  
readers	  	  with,	  in	  the	  end?	  
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Skillful	  use	  
of	  
rhetorical	  
devices	  
	  

You	  are	  able	  to	  make	  skillful	  
use	  of	  multiple	  rhetorical	  
devices	  in	  order	  to	  achieve	  
an	  engaging	  effect	  that	  suits	  
the	  audience	  and	  purpose.	  
You	  can	  explain	  why	  you	  
made	  the	  decisions	  you	  did	  
as	  they	  relate	  to	  your	  
message.	  

You	  are	  able	  to	  make	  skillful	  
use	  of	  rhetorical	  devices	  in	  
your	  writing	  in	  order	  to	  
achieve	  a	  desired	  effect.	  

With	  help,	  you	  can	  make	  use	  of	  
rhetorical	  devices	  in	  your	  writing.	  
Continue	  to	  look	  for	  ways	  to	  use	  
rhetorical	  devices	  without	  
sacrificing	  any	  aspect	  of	  your	  
message.	  How	  can	  they	  be	  used	  
with	  the	  greatest	  impact?	  Which	  
works	  best	  when?	  

You	  are	  having	  trouble	  using	  rhetorical	  
devices	  in	  your	  writing.	  Be	  sure	  that	  
you	  know	  what	  rhetorical	  devices	  are.	  
Look	  for	  examples	  in	  writing	  by	  other	  
people.	  What	  impact	  do	  they	  have	  on	  
you	  as	  a	  reader?	  How	  could	  you	  use	  
them	  in	  your	  message?	  

Rhetorical devices: ambiguity, contradiction, paradox, irony, incongruity, overstatement, understatement, analogy, case study, 
reasoning 
Structures: headings, white space, graphics 
Formats: salutation, closing, signature, etc. 
Evidence: facts, expert opinions, quotations, logical reasoning, expressions of commonly accepted beliefs 
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